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further than to receive their orders, and obey them without
reserve.

When a general is not so popular, either in his army or at
home, as one might expect from a long course of success ;
it may perhaps be ascribed to his wisdom, or perhaps to his
complexion. The possession of some one quality, or a
defect in some other, will extremely damp the people's
favour, as well as the love of the soldiers. Besides, this is
not an age to produce favourites of the people, while we live
under a Queen who engrosses all our love, and all our vener-
ation; and where, the only way for a great general or
minister, to acquire any degree of subordinate affection
from the public, must be by all marks of the most entire
submission and respect, to her sacred person and commands;1
otherwise, no pretence of great services, either in the field
or the cabinet, will be able to screen them from universal
hatred.

But the late ministry was closely joined to the general,
by friendship, interest, alliance, inclination and opinion,
which cannot be affirmed of the present; and the ingrati-
tude of the nation, lies in the people's joining as one man,
to wish, that such a ministry should be changed. Is it not
at the same time notorious to the whole kingdom, that
nothing but a tender regard to the general, was able to pre-
serve that ministry so long, till neither God nor man could
suffer their continuance? Yet in the highest ferment of
things, we heard few or no reflections upon this great com-
mander, but all seemed unanimous in wishing he might still
be at the head of the confederate forces ; only at the same
time, in case he were resolved to resign, they chose rather
to turn their thoughts somewhere else, than throw up all in
despair. And this I cannot but add, in defence of the people,
with regard to the person we are speaking of, that in the
high station he has been for many years past, his real defects
(as nothing human is without them) have in a detracting age
been very sparingly mentioned, either in libels or conver-
sation, and all his successes very freely and universally
applauded.

There is an active and a passive ingratitude; applying

1 See "Memoirs relating to that Change" (Swift's Works, vol. v,t
pp. 367-8).  [T.S.]